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coast
15/01/2016

Dr Heather Sugden and Common Sunstar starfish on Cullercoats beach

The £1.7million Capturing Our Coast project, funded through a National Lottery grant, is designed
to further our understanding of the abundance and distribution of marine life around the UK.

Officially launching this week, the aim of the project is to recruit and train more than 3,000
volunteers to help build a more accurate picture of marine life all around the UK.

Collecting data about key indicator species - such as topshells – can provide information about how
coastal systems are responding to factors such as increased sea temperatures. The research will
help scientists to understand how the marine environment is responding to global climate change
and inform future policy and conservation strategies.

Led by Newcastle University, Capturing Our Coast is a national collaboration involving Hull,
Portsmouth and Bangor universities, the Scottish Association for Marine Science, the Marine
Biological Association of the UK and the Marine Conservation Society.

The project also involves a number of organisations including the Earthwatch Institute, the Natural
History Museum, Northumberland Wildlife Trust, the Centre for Environment, Fisheries and
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Aquaculture Science (Cefas), the Coastal Partnerships Network and the North West Coastal
Forum.

[quote=Dr Heather Sugden, Co-Principal Investigator based at Newcastle University]"This is an
exciting opportunity for anyone with a fascination for marine life and a desire to make a real impact
on our understanding - and ultimately the protection - of our coastal environment."[/quote]

Dr Heather Sugden, Co-Principal Investigator based at Newcastle University, said: “This is the first
project of its kind and an exciting opportunity for anyone with a fascination for marine life and a
desire to make a real impact on our understanding - and ultimately the protection - of our coastal
environment.

"What this project aims to do is develop a network of citizen scientists who can help us build an
accurate picture of marine life all around the UK - a baseline against which we can better
understand the impact of climate change and other environmental and human factors. The data we
collect will fill key knowledge gaps such as geographic species distributions, movement of warm
water species, and occurrences of invasive non-native species.”

Training and ongoing support will be provided to volunteers by experts in marine science to ensure
ongoing interest and high-quality data. Capturing our Coast will also be available to those who can’t
get to the shore, with the establishment of web-based citizen science options.

Also planned are research publications directly linked to this project, on topics such as how species
assemblages are changing due to climate change.

Professor Juliet Brodie, Natural History Museum, said: “I am very excited about Capturing Our
Coast. Taking part is such a brilliant opportunity for so many people to get to know the diversity and
beauty of the marine algae that are found on our shores and everyone will have the chance to
contribute to our scientific understanding of these organisms.”

Dr Kieran Hyder, Cefas, said: “This is a really exciting opportunity for members of the public to get
involved in a project that will enhance our understanding of coastal biodiversity and ecological
processes. Cefas are delighted to be involved in this innovative citizen science project that should
provide data and understanding that helps to effectively manage our marine systems and supports
development of marine policy.”

Professor Stuart Jenkins, Principal Investigator at Bangor University, said: “This is a fantastic
opportunity for the public to get involved in ‘hands on’ marine science on rocky shores and at the
same time find out more about the research activities of marine scientists in the UK.

"We aim to build a long-lasting relationship with volunteers which we hope will be mutually
beneficial. A network of volunteers making sustained observations on rocky shores in Wales, and,
through CoCoast, around the UK, is potentially an enormously powerful research tool.”

To get involved or for more information please see the Capturing Our Coast website.

Notes to editors
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Capturing Our Coast builds on previous work led by Newcastle University through the Big Sea
Survey. Launched in 2010, the team recruited 357 citizen scientists to log flora and fauna along a
150-mile stretch of coastline from St Abbs to Saltburn.

Collecting 350,000 separate records over three years, the team identified a number of organisms
which had previously not been seen so far north such as the rare stalked jellyfish and an invasive
species of sea squirt known as Corella eumyota.

Further information

Newcastle University press office on tel: 0191 2085108 or via email: press.office@ncl.ac.uk

You might also be interested in...

 

Looking for seaweed

£1.7m National Lottery grant to protect UK’s threatened marine life
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