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Heritage Lottery Fund awards £4.85million for the
National Museum of Scotland
26/07/2012

The award of a first round pass for a grant of £4.85m towards a £11.85m project will enable National
Museums to create eight new galleries to showcase its internationally important Science and Technology and
European Art and Design collections.

Following a detailed reappraisal of the Science and Technology and European Art and Design collections,
eight innovative new exhibition galleries will be created. Around 75% of the objects in the galleries will be
going on display for the first time for a generation or more. The displays will include major internationally
important items and will champion excellence and innovation, offering an inspirational resource for the
scientists, engineers, artists and designers of tomorrow.

The magnificent tea service created for the Emperor Napoleon in connection with his marriage in 1810, a
decorative charger by the Art and Crafts ceramicist William de Morgan, the world’s first pneumatic tyre
invented by John Boyd Dunlop in 1888 and the Nobel Prize gold medal awarded to Sir James Black for the
discovery of beta blockers and anti-ulcer drugs are just a selection from the outstanding collections which
will be displayed in the new galleries.

The public response to the recent transformation of the National Museum of Scotland has been amazing with
well in excess of 2million visitors flocking through the doors since it re-opened last summer. Building on this
success, the new galleries will increase the permanent gallery provision devoted to these collections,
displaying the very best they have to offer. The new galleries will feature dramatic design, multimedia and
interactivity.

Dr Gordon Rintoul, Director of National Museums Scotland, commented, “We are absolutely delighted that
the Heritage Lottery Fund has awarded funding for the next stage in our masterplan for the National Museum
of Scotland. This grant will enable us to move forward in creating a further eight new galleries, opening up
access for everybody to our outstanding National Collections of science and European art. The National
Museum of Scotland is already one of the world’s great museums. This investment will further enhance its
appeal and international importance.”

Colin McLean, Head of the Heritage Lottery Fund Scotland, said: “The transformation of the National
Museum of Scotland has been a runaway success, surpassing all expectations. It has rekindled peoples’
interest in our history and heritage with millions enjoying the fascinating artefacts on display. HLF is
delighted to give its initial support to a project which will build on this triumph bringing many more of
Scotland’s treasures out of storage and on public display for the first time.”

National Museums Scotland will now work with individuals, trusts, foundations and the corporate sector to
secure the remaining funds to complete the next phase of this ambitious and important project.

Note to editors

Please note that National Museums Scotland (no ‘of’ or ‘the’) is our group name. Our individual museums
are called the National Museum of Scotland, the National Museum of Flight, the National Museum of Rural
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Life, the National Museum of Costume and the National War Museum.

Using money raised through the National Lottery, the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) sustains and transforms a
wide range of heritage for present and future generations to take part in, learn from and enjoy. From
museums, parks and historic places to archaeology, natural environment and cultural traditions, we invest in
every part of our diverse heritage. To date it has invested over £536million in Scotland’s heritage.

A first-round pass means the project meets our criteria for funding and we believe it has potential to deliver
high-quality benefits and value for Lottery money. The application was in competition with other supportable
projects, so a first-round pass is an endorsement of outline proposals. However, a first-round pass does not
guarantee the applicant will receive a grant although the chances of receiving a grant are high. The second-
round application will still be in competition for funding, and no money is set aside at this stage. Having been
awarded a first-round pass, the project now has up to two years to submit fully developed proposals.

Further information

Please contact Hannah Dolby or Bruce Blacklaw, National Museums Scotland, 0131 247 4288 or
h.dolby@nms.ac.uk.  
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